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first learn, and then act on them. All such information-can be easily acquired once
the desire to acquire it exists.
Lieut.-Col. Nelson, in the B.M.J. of 22/9/45, writes on "Housing and Health,"
with special reference to the lot of the slum-dweller. He gives statistical proof of
the ill-health and high mortality rate of the poor, and emphasises their misery, cold,
hunger, and general discomfort. He points out the need for rehousing, essenfial
foodst,uffs, warm clothing, and a social security system which will provide the basic
amenities of life for all those who are prepared to do an honest day's work.
Housing is important, but these other factors are equally important, and this
problem must be undertaken by team-work of all the different civic and medical
bodies concerned. As a profession, we should have a much greater say in, at least,
the health policy of the country, and should insist on many necessary reforms being
carried out, not put aside. The only means to the end is a live and abiding interest
for each one of us in the welfare of the community and of our own profession, and
to work unceasingly to this end.
The war has been won, but the war against disease and bad social conditions
goes on. Each advance, each scrap of, knowledge has only been achieved through
sweat and toil on the part of someone. As the Great War was largely lost by lack
of imagination and foresight, let us not neglect the lessons of this one by our lack
of effort and interest, and let us bring to bear on civil surgery and on the social
problems of peace, the united co-operation and energy that characterised our efforts
for war.
A fitting conclusion is the words of Pasteur, perhaps the greatest scientist of all
time, who died just fifty years ago, and whose work was all constructive and for
the good of mankind. These words were used by him at the opening of the Pasteur
Institute and apply even more to-day than then: "Two contrary laws seem to be
wrestling with each other nowadays: the one of blood and death, ever imagining
new means of destruction and forcing nations to be constantly ready for the battle-
field; the other a law of peace, work, and health, ever evolving new means of
delivering man from the scourges which beset him. . . . The latter places one
human life above any victory, while the former would sacrifice hundreds and
thousands of lives to the ambition of one. . . . Which of these two laws will
ultimately prevail God alone knows."
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A VOLUME in the classical tradition of medicine, which has become synonomous with the
Hutchisonian tradition. It is a 'recast' of the author's lectures on therapeutics to The London
Hospital students, and provides a useful introduction to practical everyday prescribing. The teaching
is conservative, succinct, and interlarded with strong common sense. Some clinicians would cavil
at Sir Robert's half-hearted commendation of sulphonamides in pneumonia; none will quarrel
with his distilled wisdom in the management of dyspepsia and high blood-pressure. T. H. C.
72